
 
Cheshire West and Chester     
 

Report to Cabinet 
 

Date of Meeting: 9 February 2022 

Report of: Director of Economy and Housing 

Cabinet Member: Councillor Matt Bryan, Cabinet Member for 
Housing, Planning and Climate Emergency 
 

Title:  Revision of the Parking Standards Supplementary 
Planning Document 
 

 
Is this a Key Decision*?             Yes 
 
*One that affects finances over £1m or significantly affects two or more wards 
If this is a key decision then the item must be on the current forward plan of key decisions.  
 
 

1 What is the report about? 
 

1.1 This report describes the purpose of the update to the Parking Standards 
Supplementary Planning Document (SPD). It informs Cabinet about the results  
of the public consultation and explains the amendments that are proposed to be 
made to the revised SPD as a result of the responses received. 

 
1.2 It seeks approval of the revised SPD to enable it to be adopted. 

 
2 Recommendation 
 

Cabinet is asked to: 
 

i. Approve the Revised Parking Standards Supplementary Planning 
Document for adoption; and 
 

ii. Note that the Council will continue to engage with relevant stakeholders in 
the future. 

 
3 Reasons for the Recommendation 

 
3.1 To supplement policies of the Cheshire West and Chester Local Plan (Part One) 

and retained polices in the former authorities’ Local Plans, a Parking Standards 
Supplementary Planning Document was adopted in 2017. Since its adoption, the 
Council has adopted the Cheshire West and Chester Local Plan (Part Two), 
which replaced all of the former authorities’ retained Local Plan policies. 
Therefore, a revision of the document was deemed necessary to bring the SPD 
in line with the Local Plan (Part Two), to allow the SPD to continue to be a 
material consideration in decision-making on planning applications. It also offered 
the opportunity to make some technical changes to better reflect the recently 
amended Use Classes Order and the latest advice for electric vehicle charging 
points. 



 

 
3.2 The revised SPD will provide further detail and guidance to the Local Plan (Part 

One) and relevant policies in the Local Plan (Part Two) and will assist with 
decision-making regarding parking standards for different types of development, 
guidance on provision of cycle parking, the latest standards for electric vehicle 
charging infrastructure and guidance on the effective incorporation of active 
travel into new development schemes. It will provide greater clarity and guidance 
to applicants, planning officers, and members of planning committee. 

 
3.3 The changes represent a positive improvement over and above the existing 

guidance and requirements, within the limits of current Local Plan policy. It is 
recognised that the electric vehicle sector, charging technology and best practice 
is rapidly evolving and the potential for more fundamental changes to the 
Council’s approach and policy, as part of a wider consideration within the Local 
Plan will be reported later this year. As such, it will also be important to maintain 
engagement with relevant stakeholders including, for example the Integrated 
Sustainable Transport Taskforce, Climate Emergency Taskforce, resident groups 
and disability groups, as these policy areas evolve going forward. 

 
4 Report Details 
 
4.1 The Parking Standards SPD provides detailed guidance for parking provision for 

new development and changes of use for residential and non-residential uses.  It 
aims to address traffic congestion and poor air quality through the appropriate 
control of the amount and design of car parking associated with development and 
encourage the reduction of carbon emissions through the provision of guidance 
on cycle storage and parking and the provision of Electric Vehicle charging points 
in new development.   

 
4.2 SPDs are used to provide further detail and guidance on the implementation of 

policies and proposals contained in existing Local Plans.  Whilst not statutory 
development plan documents they can, once adopted, be a material 
consideration in the determination of planning applications.  As such, they must 
not conflict with the adopted development plan, and as part of their preparation 
they must undergo public consultation in accordance with the Town and Country 
Planning (Local Planning) (England) Regulations 2012 (as amended). The 
National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) advises that SPDs can be used to 
add further details to the policies in the development plan, and provide further 
guidance for development on specific sites, or on particular issues, such as 
design. 

 
4.3 The SPD has been updated to align with the adopted Local Plan (Part Two), and 

to make technical changes that reflect recent amendments to the Use Classes 
Order and emerging best practice. Overall, the majority of the text in the adopted 
Parking Standards SPD remains unchanged. Changes have only been made 
where necessary to improve the clarity and effectiveness of the SPD. 

 
4.4 The revised draft Parking Standards SPD was approved for public consultation 

by the Cabinet Member for Housing, Planning & Climate Emergency on 13 
October 2021.  A summary of the key changes is set out below:  

 

• Addition of paragraph 2.11 which updates the legal basis for the SPD. The 
amendment reflects that Local Plan (Part Two) was adopted in 2019 after the 
Parking Standards SPD, which was adopted in 2017, and included new 



 

Policy T 5 which requires new development proposals to provide sufficient 
parking facilities having regard to the Council’s latest adopted parking 
standards for cars and other vehicles including cycles 

• Addition of subsection 6.4 to 6.5 – ‘Cycle Parking’ to include recommended 
cycle parking dimensions and information on cycle stands 

• Addition of subsection 6.6 to 6.8 – ‘Cycle Storage’ to define ‘secure’ storage 
and provide guidance that cycle parking should be considered at the design 
stage of new development 

• Addition of subsection 6.9 to 6.11 – ‘Active Travel’ to include guidance that 
active travel should be considered at the design stage and that links to active 
travel networks should be provided 

• Text amended Appendix A – to increase the requirement for Electric Vehicle 
charging points and to provide a more suitable minimum specification 
requirement for Electric Vehicle charging infrastructure 

• Table 4.2 amended – updated in line with Use Class Order changes to reflect 
the introduction of new Class E and the revocation of Class A and Class D. 
Most requirements remain unchanged or were directly transferred to a new 
equivalent Use Class 

• Various other amendments which update references to recent changes to the 
National Planning Policy Framework, national planning practice guidance and 
the local context 

 
4.5 The draft SPD was publicised for a period of public consultation from 15 

November 2021 to 13 December 2021, in accordance with the Council’s 
approved Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) and legal requirements. In 
total 102 comments were received within the consultation period, from a range of 
operators, regulators and members of the public, with 22 individuals or 
organisations making comments. A full list of the comments and responses is 
included at Appendix 1 to this report. 

 
4.6 In summary the comments received in response to the consultation mostly 

concerned:  
 

Topic Comment 

E-scooters Should be included/covered in the SPD 
 

Parking Standards Should be maxima 
Should be minima 
 

EV charging 
infrastructure 

Increase the amount 
Improve the specification 
Clearly sign 
This should be the minimum 
Should be disabled accessible 
 

Disabled spaces Increase the size 
Improve access to spaces 
 

Parking spaces Increase size 
Reduce flats/ apartments parking spaces 
Increase standard garage dimensions 
 

Cycle parking and 
storage 

Include cargo bikes etc 
Include lockers and changing facilities 



 

Include standards for extra-care schemes 
Increase amount for flats and houses 
Include EAC charging facilities 
 

Other/ general Revision of the SPD is welcomed 
Include specific policy for Chester 
Reference LTN 1/20 
Reference Local Cycling and Walking Infrastructure 
Plan (LCWIP) update 
Provide definition of ‘residential development’ 
Provide definition of ‘active travel’ 
Update car ownership figures 
 

 
4.7 Changes have been made to the revised SPD in response to comments 

received, along with some technical changes to improve the clarity and 
effectiveness of the SPD.  A summary of the key changes is set out in the table 
below and all of the Council’s proposed responses are provided in Appendix 1 to 
this report. 

 

Ref Topic (theme) Change 

1 Dimensions Text amended in paragraph 6.2 to 
clarify that the recommended single 
garage width is 3.3m but the standard 
width is 3m and text added to highlight 
that 3m is acceptable if the garage 
can be accessed via a separate door.  
 

2 Parking for Other 
Development 

Text amended in the header of table 
4.2 to say ‘cycle’ rather than ‘bicycle’ 
to cover all types of cycle such as 
cargo, tandem, trikes etc. 
 

3 Disabled Parking Text added to paragraph 6.3 to 
recommend the reduction of cobbles/ 
kerbs/ steps surrounding disabled 
parking bays to ensure disabled 
spaces are accessible and to ensure 
users are able to easily get from the 
disabled space to adjacent buildings 
or streets. 
 

4 Cycle Storage 
 

Text added to paragraph 4.9 to 
include lockers/ changing facilities for 
cyclists as a recommendation for 
larger schemes with employees.  
 

5 Cycle Storage Text added to paragraph 6.7 to advise 
that the location of cycle storage 
space should not be shared with 
refuse storage/ recycling areas.  
 

  



 

6 Cycle Storage Text added to paragraph 6.8 to 
include provision for longer and/or 
wider bay in communal cycle racks to 
accommodate non-standard cycles. 
 

7 Cycle Storage Text added to paragraph 6.8 to make 
reference to cargo cycles and text 
amended in existing sentence that 
states that ‘larger cycles can be much 
longer’ to also include ‘much wider’. 
 

8 Cycle storage Text added to paragraph 6.8 to 
include a statement that a carport 
cannot be considered as ‘secure’ and 
is not adequate as ‘secure’ cycle 
storage. 
 

9 Active travel Footnote added to paragraph 6.10 to 
define ‘active travel’, using the 
government definition: ‘Active travel 
means making journeys by physically 
active means, like walking or cycling.’  
 

10 Active Travel Text added to the end of paragraph 
6.10 to reference document LTN 1/20, 
highlighting ‘design guidance such as 
LTN 1/20’. 
 

11 Active Travel Text added to paragraph 6.11 to 
remove the word ‘around’ and to 
include the word ‘through’ to read as 
follows: ‘…both access to and 
movement through and around the 
site for pedestrians and cyclists.’ 
 

12 Electric Vehicle Charging Text amended in Appendix A (1st 
bullet point) to include ‘as a minimum’ 
for charging points to be minimum fast 
7kW Mode 3 and fitted with a Type 2 
connector and added text that EVCP 
can be provided on either a single or a 
three-phase supply and amend the 
following bullet points that reference 
single-phase supply to include three-
phase.. 
 

13 Electric Vehicle Charging Text amended in Appendix A (6th 
bullet point) to include ‘shall comply 
with the latest edition of the Institution 
of Engineering and Technology’s 
Code of Practice for Electric Vehicle 
Charging Equipment Installation’. 
 



 

14 Electric Vehicle Charging Text added to Appendix A first 
paragraph to include the following 
‘After 15 June 2023, the Council will 
use the technical guidance in 
‘Approved Document S: infrastructure 
for charging electric vehicles’ of the 
Building Regulations, regarding the 
installation and charge point 
requirements in new developments’. 
 

15 Paraphrase of NPPF 
paragraph 108 inaccurate 

Deleted paraphrase of NPPF 
paragraph 108 from paragraph 2.4 of 
SPD, as unnecessary to repeat NPPF. 
  

 
4.8 Since consultation on the revised SPD ended, the government has published a 

change to the statutory Building Regulations that will require the installation of 
electric vehicle charging points in new developments. The requirements apply to 
new residential and non-residential buildings; buildings undergoing a material 
change of use to dwellings; residential and non-residential buildings undergoing 
major renovation; and mixed-use buildings that are either new or undergoing 
major renovation.  

 
4.9  Generally, it is much more effective for electric vehicle charging infrastructure to 

be delivered through the Building Regulations, which are statutory requirements 
that can be enforced, rather than through an SPD, where they are potentially 
subject to challenge or negotiation through the planning process.  

 
4.10 However, it should be noted that the new Building Regulations will not apply to 

applications submitted before 15 June 2022, if work is started on site before 15 
June 2023. Therefore, it is recommended that the revised SPD retains the 
updated electric vehicle charging requirements, to cover the transition period up 
to June 2023, and is updated with text that refers to the forthcoming Building 
Regulations that will be used, once they are fully in force after 15 June 2023.  

 
4.11 A copy of the updated revised SPD, incorporating the changes in the table 

above, is attached as Appendix 2 to this report. 
 
5 How does the decision contribute to the Council’s Plan? 

 
5.1 The revised SPD is intended to provide further guidance on the implementation 

of the policies contained in the Local Plan (Part One and Part Two). The Local 
Plan (Part One and Two) is a key corporate strategy that will help to deliver a 
number of Council priorities including addressing the climate emergency. 

 
6 How does the decision contribute to Closer Working with Partners? 

 
6.1  The revised SPD is intended to provide further guidance on the implementation 

of policy contained in the Local Plan (Part One and Part Two) and should help to 
deal with local issues relating to the design of new development. It will provide 
additional guidance and information on this issue for interested parties. 

 
 
 



 

7 What will it cost? 
 
7.1  The cost of preparing and consulting on the SPD is included within the existing 

Planning Policy budget. 
 
8 What are the legal aspects? 

 
8.1  The production and revision of SPDs must be undertaken in accordance with the 

Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 and the Town and Country 
Planning (Local Planning) (England) Regulations 2012 (as amended). Once 
adopted, SPDs form material considerations that can be taken into account in the 
determination of planning applications. 

 
9 What risks are there and how can they be reduced? 

 
9.1 The main risks are that the SPD fails to meet necessary legal and policy 

requirements that could result in a legal challenge to adoption. If successful, the 
consequences of this are that the SPD (or specific sections) may be considered 
null and void and could not be relied upon in decision-making. This can be 
minimised by ensuring that content, production, consultation and adoption 
accords with all relevant legislation and guidance. 

 
10 What is the impact of the decision on Health Inequalities and Equality and 

Diversity issues? 
 

10.1  Planning policies and associated guidance have the potential to impact on all 
aspects of equality and diversity.  Relevant policies in the Local Plan (Part One) 
Strategic Policies and Local Plan (Part Two) Land Allocations and Detailed 
Policies have already been tested through Sustainability Appraisal, which 
incorporated equalities impact assessment into the process. 

 
11 What are the implications of the decision on Climate Change?  
 
11.1 The revised SPD will have positive implications for climate change by providing 

further information and guidance that will encourage and facilitate the uptake of 
walking and cycling and ensure the provision of electric vehicle charging 
infrastructure in new developments. 

 
12 Are there any other options? 

 
12.1 The alternative option is not to adopt the draft SPD, and to retain the existing 

guidance on the application of Local Plan policies with regards to Parking 
Standards. 

 
For further information: 
Cabinet Member:  Councillor Matt Bryan Cabinet Member for Housing, Planning and 
   Climate Emergency 
Officer:   David Butler – Principal Planning Officer 
Tel:  01244-973201 
Email:   david.butler@cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk  
 
  

mailto:david.butler@cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk

